I‘JONSTH‘IJTII)N ol

STATE OF WISCONSIN.

ADOPTED IN CONVENTION, AT MADISON, ON THE
FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY, IN THE YEAR OF
OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN«
DRED AND FORTY-EIGHT.

PREAMELE. . —

We, the pe al Wisconain, gmtefuﬁLL;Almighty God for sar
dreedoms in order Lo secore its hl:n:?-l- 8 more perfoct gowerr -
anent, insure domestic tranquility, and prowcte the general welfars ;
o esiablish this LAl

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE 1. -
BECLARATION OF RIGHTE, -

Sgemaon 1. All men are born equally free and independent, snd
dimve cermin inherent mights, among thess are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness ; to secure these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men, deriving their just powers {rom the consent of the

verned:

{f-‘_sm- 2. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary serrituds
an this Siate otherwise than for the punishment of crime, whereol the
party shall have bean duly convicted.

Sgo. 4 Em'i( parson may freely speak, write and publish his
sentiments on all subjects, he‘inﬁ responsible for the abuse of that
right, and no laws shall be passed te restrain or abridge the libesty of
speech orof the press.  In all eriminal prosecations or indiciments
for libel, the truth mey be given im evidence, and if it shall
to the jury, that the matter charged as libellous, be true, was
published with good motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shall

L mqmgl:: and the jury shall bave the right 10 determine the juw
e e ThRMGR: o (hkuigle pescanbis: 1o savenbly v capesl
L ¢ Lthe people a 10 nag o consal’
for the common . and mrﬁ.ﬁnn the Gaza-mmentw':ny depart-
ment thereol, shall never be abridged. :

8gc. 5. The right of trisl by jury shell remain inviolste ; asd
shall extend to all cases at law ; without regard to the amount in cgo-
troversy ; bul s joey trial IIIIE']H waived by the parties in all casss,

* an the manner prescribed by law. :
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Bee. 6. Ex ve bail ghel not be. req 4y nor shall excessive
finea ba imposed, m, Srue \* panishments inflicted.

See. T, Inall eriminal prosecutions, the sccused shall enjoy the
right to be henrd by himsell and eoungel’; 1o demand the nature and
cadse of Lhe acensntion against him, to meet the witnesses fuce to faee ;

1o hawe: *53 to compelthe atten itnessesin
uﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ Ey ﬂ&h:nmn' Jten
amdj' public trial Ey an imparoal jury of the eounmty or district
whegsin the ofence shall have been committed, which eounty or dis-
weiel '-E-gé;l!&t‘e 'Eeeaw i3y ascerained by law, o
SE6.-8. - No persa g-l‘ﬂj_[ be Teld to answer for'a ¢nmigf_uﬂ'¢ncn
unless on thee presentmant. or indictment of &' grand jury, except in
eases of impeachqient, orin ¢ases cogakzable by justices of the peace,
of arising in the arny or navy, or in the-militia when in actual sep-
vice in time of war or public danger; and no person (o the snne
offence shall be put twice in jeopnedy of punishment, nor shall be
gompelled in any crimiral cige to bea witness againet himsell; ail

porsons shall before Qplqi:iclj_#.ql bo basable by swificient surelies, ex-.

cept for capital offences, w ‘s evident or the presumption
gront s amd L ..Ffiﬁ"i!!'gﬂ af thewrt of habeas corpus shull not ba
suspended unless when, in coses of rebellion or invasion the publi
safely miny require,

See. 9. Eveéry person iz entitled to a certain remedi indbednws,
for all injuries or wrongs which he may roceive in his person, prop-
ey, or character ; b fugli o 'dl ﬁ vund jostice frealy, and
without be‘ng ablized 10 purchase it, complelely, amd without denial,
promptly, and without delay, conformably 1o the luwa.

Bec. 100 Treason nininst the State, shall' consist I'J-nllj* in levying
WAar ERHEI'I.‘I'- ti'.ﬂ SOMC. O :irl ﬂ.lﬂ[ﬂ'inﬁ 1] ils unurn]lt:a. g;vlb :hﬂ'm nil!.
amd eomfort.  No person shall be ponvieted of ireason vnless on the
tegtimony of two witnésses to the eame gvert aci, or on gonfession in
dpencoligtigt o Lo woil bt : \ -
~iBo0a Har The tights of the peophe® to-be secure in their persons,
houses, papers and effects; Agmnst tinreasonnble searclies iind seirares,
shinltnov be violated, ond necwarints shall fesue bot ujon probmble
cnuse, supperted by oath ot affirmation, and panicularly describing
vlie plree torbesearchod, wid the persons or things'to/ be seiged,

- Brecd 2 Nohill ol stainder) wxjiel feto T torahy Jew im-
pairing the obligation of contraots sl ever by prased, hmd no con-
witlitn whad | worle coren plion of blaid, or forfeiture of ssthe.
wliete Bl Tha propeny of noperson ehill be tiken for pulilic 4se,
withond jost competignlion themisr, b

Bees I Alllandewithin the Sune are declared to beallodinl, and
foudel tendres Brd oprobibited,  Laased ‘nnd grane of agticultbral
Tafdiyfior o longer term thisn fifioen Yoenrs, in which rent or servics of
any domek shall be reserved, and all foes or like restrainis upon alien-
Itif!drkﬂmﬂ n any grant of land herenlter made, ure declared 1o be
void: o

Bees 16, No distinetion shall aver lie' made by law between vesi-
:hmgnlieplgmnd.thiimuin refirence to the possession, enjogment o
descent of property. : L Wiy ias 1
Eﬁﬂ:iﬁ. o parson shall ba imprisoned thﬁ?{ arising out of; nE

A e poady e oi Dussas Ll

contract, eXpress or
Emm: The privilogs Eﬁ&%#‘Wﬁh necessary com-

forts of life, shall be recoguized by wh e laws, eremptings

reasonable ameunt of propeny from seizure or sale for the payment
of any debt or liability imﬂar contratted, 4
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¢.18. e right of svery. man io woship. Almxg}:q;
ﬂu%I the di _ﬂﬁmmmwm shall never be inf
nor shall any '“E# LF' auend, eréat, or suppert any
of warship, or n nn; minisiry npum his oonsent. :w,gah&ll
®0} contrul ql'n: t‘frﬁ,&m with the gfghj:i of i wua_,ueuw :m-.nl.r

or any preference be given by law to any religious estab
mﬁw of otahm.\ nat sball any meney be drawn. from the ur
far the br;p;ﬁ; ol religious societics ar theological nrmll.gmmm
Tiis.
Skc, 19, No n']muu: test shall ever be ﬂqued a3 aqu;hﬁw:ﬂn
for un}r't:l el Fu‘bﬁc prust under the State, and no pers
rendered lncompelent 1o give evidence in ooy eourtof luw or eqw
il ﬂﬂﬂ‘h":j"i’.l'lﬁt of s opiniots on the au:l:gL,r,L ql';-r_hgqu, .
o 20, The nilitary shall be in, sitict subordination. to. timj:u.l.l.
VT
B EF{' 81, Wiits of error shall never be pmh.ll'utaﬂ hil' la-ﬂ!f
“BEo, 152 The blessings of o frue government can m:ﬂ; be mpin.
tained by 3 firm adherenee o justice, moderation, temperaned, fruﬁlr

sy and wige, and by frequent WWJW~

ARTICLE II

Seeriox L. Tt is hereby ordained and declired that the State of
Wisconsin doth consent and aceept of the boundaries prescribed in
the act of Congress, entitled @ An Aet to enable the people of Wis-
Comsin’ 'I‘&Hhﬂ-ry o formta Constitution " and " Blate” Government, and
for theadmission of ‘such Sinie into the Union” uppm-.i& A.u_g‘uat
sizth, one thousend eighn hoodred and f'nﬂy-nx, 1o wits® Bbglimin
nt lhl. north-east corner of the Stato nf *: rr, :'Iuﬂ"gr w Sy e
point in the eentre of Linkd™ 'Miﬂﬂ Fiwn
degrees and thitty mmutm-dl""hn!ﬂt nrg.'heﬂhem; lng
sunning with - the ‘boundary line of ‘the Siate of Mie
lake Michigun, Geeen Liny, 1o the mouoth of Menomonee
thence wp the ehanuel of the ﬂtld river o the Brole tiver; 'LII:nca n_p
el Inst mititioned river to Lake Broley thenes along the sgothern
shore ol Lake Brale in a ditect loe to the centre of the clnprel be-
wween middle and south Islandsin the Lake of the Desert; thenee iy
o ifirecs lingng the hend weterss 6 the Montreal river, as mm’n:'a'
thessurvey mafle by Capenig Crmm 3 thenes dowi |
ofithe Mo ntreal viver o th«midd e of Lake Supﬂrur ‘tHen *ul‘hm&gh'
thigentre of Tatle Bnperior o the monthol the St Leuis river; thefed up
the main ehannelof the said river tothe fstmpids inthe sgme, whove
thia Fnding villi m"ﬁﬂnﬁrﬂmuw mwﬂ mﬁrﬁf. thamﬁﬁuvmn
theninin bratieh of tha river 81, Croix  thente down the main channel”
of vhe said river to ta.a Mississippis thetiee down the eentre'al the
main channelof thet riverto 1he north-west corner of the Swte Minels;
thenee ‘due enst with thé nonliemn hbﬂnﬁnry of this State of Iﬂmnii b
the place of beoinning, as established by « ‘An'Aetto enable the p
ple of Uineis Territsry to form a Constitution and State Govern 1
and for the admission ‘of sweh Bute into the Utiion on an o

the original Sutes,” approved April 18th, 1818,
ovided, hmﬂﬁr, that the fn]lmrmg I.Ilemttu of
‘b, ind hereby 18 prgmed the United
Biates ot the preference or the of Wisconsin, snd if the sume
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shall be assented and agreed to by the Congresa of the Uniled States,
then the game shall be and forever remain ohhigatory on the State of
Wisconsin, viz : Leaving the aforesaid boundary line, at the foot of

"the rapids of the BL. Louis river; thence in & direct line, bearing south-
westwardly to the month of Iskodewabo or Rum river, where the
same empties into the Mississippi river, thence down the main channe!
of the said Missizsippi river, as preseribed in the aforesaid Boundary.

Bgc. 2. The propositions contained in the act of Congress aré
hereby nccepted, mtified and confirmed, snd shall forever remain irree-
vocable withthe eonsent of the Uniled States ; and it is hereby ordain-
=d that this state shall never interfere with the primary disposal of
the #0il within the same by the United States, nor with any reguiations
Congress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to bone
fide purchasers thereof: and no tax shall be imposed on land, the
property of the United Btates ; avd in no case shall noa-resident pro-
prietors be taxed higher than residents. Provided, that nothing in
this Constitolion, or in the set of Congress nforesaid, shall in any
manwer prejudice or affect the rights of the Btate of Wisconsin to five
fuindred thousand acres of land granted to said State, and to ba here-
* An Aet to appropriate the proteeds of the sales of pubhe lands, and
grant presemption nghts,"” approved Eeptember fousth, one thousand
eight hugdred and forty-one.

"ARTICLE ..
BUFFRAGE.

Secrion 1. Every male person of the age of twenty-one Yeats or
upwards, of the {ollowing classes, wha shall have resided in this State
tor ane year next preceding any election, shall be deemed o qualified
elector at such eleotion.

~Fet. Wihate citizens of the United Stotes,

d. White persons of foreign birth who shall bave declared their
intention to become citizens conlormnbly to the laws of the United
States on the subject of naturalization.

3d. Persops of [ndian blood who shal’ Lave once been declared by
lawe of Congresa to be citizens of the Uniled Siates, any subsequent
art of Congress to the contrary notwithsinnding.

dih. Civiiized persons of Indinn descent not members of any tribes
]?ﬁ:rrir]eﬁ. that 1he legislature may at any time exiend by law the rigls
ol rage to persons not herein enumerated, but no sugh law shall
be in foree unil the same sholl have bren sebmined to a vote of the
people at a generl election, and approved by a majority of sl the
vates cast ot such elsction,

“Hpe. 2 No person under gunrdianship, non compos mentis, or in-
snne, shall be qualified to vote at any election : nor shall any person,
ronvicted of treason or felony, be gualified to voie at any election, un-
less restored to civil rights. '

 Bre. 8. All votes shall by given by bablot, excopt for such town-
ip officers as may by law be direcied or allowed to be otherwise

- ':4, No person shall be deemed 1o bave lost his residence in
this Biate by reason of his absence on business of the United States or
ol u?.. , _ .

E.e No soldier, seaman, or marie 1 the army or pavy of the




-
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United States shall be deemed a resident of this State, in consequante,

af being stationed within the same. Ly

Bec, 6. Laws may be passed excloding from the nght of s :
all persons who have been, or mav be' convicted of bribery, or Tarce-
ry, or of any infamous crime, and depriving every person who shall
make or become directly intercéted in any bet or wager depending
upan the result of any election, from the right to vote at such election,

—n ; U=

ARTICLE IV.
LEGISLATIVE,

Bection 1,  The legislative power shall be vested in a senate and.
assembly. §

Sxv. 2. The number of the memburs of the ssgembly shall never
b less thap fifty-four, nor more than ono handreed. The senate shall
consiat of o number of members not more than one third, nor less
thap one-fourth of the sumber of the members of the assembly:

Sgc. 3. The legislature shall provide by law for an enameration |
of the inbabitants. ﬁﬁﬂ.ﬂiﬁﬂ -‘_,ﬁ:‘;u”“ thougand eight hundred
nnd fifiy-five, and ot the ond of every ten years thereafter: snd at,
their first session afier such enumeration, and also after cach entmer-
ation made by the authority of the United States, the legislatara shall
apportion apew the members of the sepate and assembly, according
to the number of inhabitonts, excloding Indians not taxed, and sol-
dliers &ni ﬂﬂiﬁlra of lhﬁe[fni;ml Btates nrmy- and Ti!;}ry_-_ e

See. 4. e members of the assembly shall be chosen annually
bir single districts, u![lhe_Tﬂ.:IhP'wﬁE%ﬁ_ﬂI%&lﬁ' Er:f Monday of |
November, by the g_hli]iﬁ_éﬂ electors of the seveml districts; such
districts 1o Le bounded by eotnty, precinct, town or ward [ines, to
ﬂ:mist of contigitous tereitory, and be in as compact form as practica-

E- et o

See. 5. The senatars shall be chosen at the first eleetion by sin-
gie districts of convenient contiguous territory, at the same time and .,
in the same manner.ss members of the sssembly are required 1o be
chosenj and no assembly district shall be divided in the formation ol ;
a senate dizsirict.  The senoie diztricis shall be numbered in lar
geries, anid the senators chosen by the odd nembered districts g -
out of oifice at the expiration of the first year, and the senntors ches=
en by the even numbered districts shall go out of office at the expira.
tion of the second year, and thereafter the senators shall be chosen
L g T A T Y v ) Mgt g

Sgc, 6. No person shall be eligible to the legis'aiure, whe shall
nok bave résided one year within the state, and be a qunified electan,
in the district which he muny be chosen to represent. . . i

Bkc, 7. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns
and qualifications of itz own meémbers; and a majority of each shall
f ] d&.t; a unru‘l'ndtn do buﬁnﬁf,bhut A mu;ller numb::em:y ;i_.djg:m_

rorm to day, and may compel the altendance of absent members,
in stich mﬂh;i:nd unde _‘n‘hcg nalties us each house may provide,

_ Bxeigl” ﬁéﬁ‘hﬂ way ; ermine }hn gﬁ. of its *'fj‘“ procecd-
mgs, punis t contemnpts and disorderly vior, o witlh the
milpbﬂaﬁﬂn"ﬁf?hﬁlﬁirdﬂ' all the members elected, expel a mems. .
ber, but no membershall be expelled a second time for the sane
couse.






