
CONSTITUTION 
0F THE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN. 
ADOPTED IN CONVENTION, AT xVIADISON, ON T H E 

FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY, IN T H E YEAR OF 
OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN­

DRED AND FORTY-EIGHT. 

PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God fbr oar 
freedom, in order to secure its blessings, form a more perfect gorer:; • 
menu insure domestic tranquility, and promote the general weifars ; 
do establish this 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

SECTION I. All men are born equally free and indepandent, ar;d 
have certain inherent rights, among these are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness ; to secure these rights, governments are insti­
tuted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of tha 
governed; 

SEC. 2. There shall be Heither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
m this State otherwise than for the punishment of crime, whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted. 

SEC. 3. Every pjrson may freely speak, write and pubh'sh his 
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that 
right, and no laws shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of 
speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictmentii 
for libel, the truth may be given in evidence, and if it shall appear 
to the jury, that the matter charged as libellous, be true, and was 
published with good motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shaii 
be acquitted ; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law 
and the fact. 

SEC. 4. The right of the people peaceably to assembly to consul': 
for the common good, and to petition the Government or any depa/t 
ment thereof, shall never be abridged. 

SEC. 5. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; aad 
shall extend to all cases at law ; without regard to the amount in con 
troversy ; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases, 
in the manner prescribed by law. 
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SEC. 6. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor shall excessivn 
fi.nes be imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

SEC. 7. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to be heard by himself and counsel; to demand the nature and 
cause of the accusation against him, to meet the witnesses fuce to face ; 
to have compulsory process to compel the attendance of witnesses in 
his behalf; and in proeecutions by indictment, or information, tea 
ispe^dy public trial by an impartial jury of the county or district 
wherein the offence shall have been committed, which county or dis­
trict shall have been previous'y ascertained by law. 

SEC. 8. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offence 
unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases of impeachqient,or in cases cognizable by justices of the peace, 
or arising in the army or navy, or in the^militia when in actual ser­
vice in time of war or public danger; and no person for the same 
offence shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall bo 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself; all 
persons shall before conviction be bailable by suflicient sureties, ex­
cept for capital offences, when the proof is evident or the i)resnmption 
great; and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion the public 
safety may require. 

SEC. 9. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws, 
for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, prop­
erty, or character; he otight to obtain right.and justice freely, and 
without be'ng obliged to purchase it, Curapletely, and without denial, 
promptly, and without delay, conformably to the laws. 

SEC. 10. Treason against the State, shall consist only in levying 
war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the 
testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in 
open court. -

SEC. H . The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
sball.not bo violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable 
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, arid the persons or things to be seized. 
. .SEC. 13.. .No bill of attainder, exposl facto law, nor any law im­
pairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed, and no con­
viction shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture of estate. 

SEC. 13. The property of no person shall be taken for public use, 
without just compensation therefor. 

SEC. 14. All lands within the State are declared to be allodial, and 
feudel tenures are prohibited. Leases and grams of agricultural 
lands, for a longer term than fifteen years, in which rent or service of 
any kind shall be reserved, and all fines or like restraints upon alien­
ation reserved m any grant of land hereafter made, are declared to be 
void. 

SEC. 15. No distinction shall ever be made by law between resi­
dent aliens and citizens, in reference to the possession, enjoymen' or 
descent of property. 
,', ,.SEC. 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out of, or 
founded on a contract, express or implied. 

SEC. 17. The privilege of the debtor to enjoy the necessary com­
forts of life, shall be recognized by wholesome laws, exempting a 
reasonable amount of property from seizure or sale for the paytjient 
of any debt or liability hereafter contracted. 



SEC. 18. The right of every man to worship Almighty God ac­
cording to the dictates of his own conscience, shad never be infringed, 
nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place 
of" worship, or to maintan any ministry against his consent ; nor shall 
any control of or interference with the rights of conscience be permitted, 
or any preference be given by law to any religious establishments or 
i.node.« of worship, nor shall any mone}' be drawn from the Ireasurj' 
for the benefit of religious societies or theological or leliglous seminu'!' 
ries. 

SEC. 19. No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification 
for any office of public trust under the State, and no person shall be 
rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity, 
in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion. 

SEC. 20. The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil 
power. 

SEC. 21. Writs of error shall never be prohibited by law. 
SEC. 22. The blessings of a free government can only be maiu' 

tained by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugal­
ity and virtue, and by frequent recurrence to fundamental prinftipjie^. 

ARTICLE II. 

BOUNDARIES. 

SECTION I. It is hereby ordained and declared that the State of 
Wisconsin doth consent and accept of the boundaries prescribed in 
the act of Congress, entitled " An Act to enable the people of Wis­
consin Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union," approved August' 
.sixth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, to wit: Beginning 
fit the north-east corner of the State of Illinois, that is to say, at a 
jioinl in the centre of Lake Michigan, where the line of forty-two 
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the same ; thence, 
running with the boundary line of the State of Michigan, up 
Jiuke Michigan, Green Bay, to the mouth of Menoraonee river; 
thence up the channel of the said river to the Brule river; thence up 
said last mentioned river to Lake Brule; thence along the southern 
shore oi J-,ake Brule in a direct line to the centre of the channel be-
nveen middle and south Islands in the Lake of the Desert; thence in 
a direct line to the head waters of the Montreal river, as marked upori 
the survey made by Captain Cramm: thence down the main channel 
of the Mcntreal riyi r to th-midd e cf Lake Super or ; then;e through 
the centre of Lake Superior to the mouth of the St Louis river; thence up 
the main channel of the said river to the first rapids in the same, above 
the Indian village, according to Nicollett's map ; thence due s'oiith to 
tliemainbranchof the river St. Croix; thence down the main channel 
of the said river to the Mississippi; thence down the centre of the 
main channel of that river to the north-west corner of the State Illinois; 
thence due east with the northern boundary of the State of Illinois to 
the place of beginning, as established by "An Act to enable the peo­
ple of Illinois Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal foot­
ing with the original States," approved April 18th, 1818. 

Provided, however, that the following alteration of the aforesaid 
Iwnndary be, and hereby is proposed to the Congress of the United 
States at the preference or the State of Wisconsin, and if the saina 



ihall be assented and agreed to by the Congress of the United States, 
then the same shall be and forever remain obligatory on the State of 
Wisconsin, viz : Leaving the aforesaid boundary line, at the foot of 

' the rapids of the St. Louis river; thence in a direct line, bearing south-
u-estwardly to the mouth of Iskodewabo or Rum river, where the 
same empties into the Mississippi river, thence down ihemain channel 
of the said Mississippi river, as prescribed in the aforesaid boundary. 

SEC. 2. The propositions contained in the act of Congress ar6 
hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall forever remain irre­
vocable with'he consent of the United States ; and it is hereby ordain­
ed that this state shall never interfere with the primary disposal of 
the soil within the same by the United States, r>or with any regulations 
Congress may find necessary for securing the title in soch soil to bona 
fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shalt be imposed on land, the 
property of the United States ; and in no case shall non-resident pro­
prietors be taxed higher than residents. Provided, that nothing in 
this Constitution, or in the act of Congress aforesaid, shall in any 
manner prejudice or affect the rights of the State of Wisconsin to five 
hundred thousand acres of land granted to said State, and to be here­
after selected and located |py and under the act of Congress entitled 
" An Act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of public lands, and 
grant pre-emption rights," approved September foutth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one. 

•,.,,,,.: ARTICLE, m. 

SUFFRAGE. 

SECTION 1. Every male person of the age of twenty-one years or 
upwards, of the following classes, vvho shall have resided in this State 
for one year next preceding any election, shall be deemed a qu.alifi,e<| 
elector at such election. 

1st. White citizens of the United States. 
2d. White persons of foreign birth who shall bave declared their 

intention to become citizens, conformably to the. laws of the United; 
States on the subject ot naturalization. 

3d. Persons of Indian blood who shaV have once been declared by 
law of Congress to be citizens of the United Siates, any subsequent 
act of Congress to the contrary notwithstandiag. 

4A. Civilized persons of Indian descent not members of any tribe;. 
Provided, that the legislature may at any time exieod by law the right 
of suffrage to persons not herein enumerated, but no such law shall 
be in force until the same shall have been submitted to a vote of the 
people at a general election, and approved by a majority of ail the 
votes cast at such election. 

SEC. 2. No person under guardianship, non compos mentis, or in­
sane, shall be qualified to vote at any election : nor shall any person,. 
convicted of treason or felony, be qualified to vote at any election, un­
less restored to civil rights. 

SEC. 3. All votes shall be given by ballot, except for such town­
ship officers as may by law be directed or allowed to be otherwise 
chosen. 

SKC. 4. No person shall be deemed to have lost his i-esidence in 
• his State by reason of his absence on business of the United States or-
of this State. 

SEC. 5. No soldter, seaman, ox marine in, the army or navy of the. 



United States shall be deemed a resident of this State, m consequence, 
of being stationed within the same. 

SEC. 6. Laws may be passed excluding from the right of suffrage 
all persons who have been, or may be convicted of bribery, orlarce-. 
r.y, or of any infamous crime, and depriving every person who shall 
make or become directly interested in any bet or wager depending 
upon the result of any election, from the right to vote at such election.' 

ARTICLE IV. 

L E G I S L A T I V E . 

SECTION L The legislative power shall be vested in a senate and . 
assembly. 

SEC. 2. The number of the members of the assembly shall never . 
be less than fifty-four, nor more than one hundred. The senate shall 
consist of a number of n:einbers not more than one-third, nor less 
than one-fourth of the number of the members of the assembly. 

SEC. 3. The legislature shall provide by law for an enumeration . 
of the inhabitants of the state in the year one thousand eight hundred 
,-ind fifty-five, and at the end of every ten years thereafter; and at 
their first session after such enumeratisn, and also after each enumer-! 
ution made by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall 
apportion anew the mfmbers of the senate and assembly, according ^ 
to the number of inhabitants, excluding Indians not taxed, and sol­
diers and officers of the United States army and navy. 

SEC. 4. The members of the assem.bly shall be chosen annuaMy 
by single districts, on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of ^ 
November, by the qualified electors of the several districts; such' 
districts to be bounded by county, precinct, town or ward lines, to 
consist of contiguous territory, and be in as compact form as practica­
ble. 

SEC. 5. The ssenators shall be chosen at the first election by sin- -
gie districts of conyenient contiguous territory, at the same time and i 
in the same manner as members of the assembly arc required to be 
chosen ; and no assembly district shall be divided in the formation of 
a senate district. The senate districts shall be numbered in regular 
series, and the senators chosen by the odd numbered districts shall gcfc' 
out of office at the expiration of the first year, and the senators chos* • 
en by the even numbered districts shall go out of office at tiie expira­
tion of the second year, and thereafter the senators shall be chosen 
for the term of two years. 

SEC. 6. No person shall be eligible to the legis'ature, who shaU 
not have resided one year within the state, and be a qualified elector-, 
in the district which he may be chosen to represent. 

SKC 7. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns 
and qualifications of its own members ; and a majority of each shall 
constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjoura 
from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent memberst. 
in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide.. 

SEC. -8. Each house may determine the rules of its own proceed--
ing.s, punish for contempts and, disorderly behavior, and, with the-
concuTrence of two-thirds of all' the members elected, expel a mem* 
ber, but no member: shall be expelled a second ti.n).e for the saia© 
cause. 



6: 

SKC. 9. Each house shall choose its own officers, and the senate-
shall choose a temporary president when the lieutenant governor 
shall not attend as president, or shaJJ act as governor. 

SEC. 10. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, an# 
publish the same, except such parts as require secrecy. The doors 
of each house shall be kept open, except when the public welfare 
shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, without consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days. 

SEC. 11. The legislature shall meet at the seat of government, at 
such time as shall be provided by law, once in each year and not of-
tener, unless convened by the governor. 

SEC. 12. No member of the legislature shall,, during the terra 
for which he was elected, be appointed or elected toasy civil office in 
the state, which shall have heen created or the emoluments of which 
shall have been increased during the term for which he was elected. 

SEC. 13. No person being a member of congress, or holding anv 
civil or mihtary office under the United Slates,shall be eligibleltoa seat 
in the legislature ; and if any person shall, after his election as a 
member of the legislature^ be elected to congress, or be appointed to-̂  
any office, civil or military, under the government of the United 
States, his acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat.. 

SEC. 14. The governor shall issue writs of election to fill such, 
vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature. 

SEC. 1.5. Members of the legislature shall in all cases, except 
treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest, 
nor shall they be subject to anjr civil process, during the session of 
the legislature, nor for fifteen days next before the commencement 
and after the termination of each session. 

SEC. 16. No meraber of the legislature shall he liable in any civ.-
il action, or criminal prosecution whatev.n-, for words spoken in debate. 

SEC. 17. The style of the laws of the state shall-be : " 'nie people 
of the state of Wisconsin-, represented in senate and assembly, do en­
act as follows :" and ho law shall be enacted except by bill. 

SEC. 18. No private or local bill, which may be passed by the 
legislature, shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be 
expressed in. the title. 

SEC. 19. Any bill may originate- in either house of the legisla­
ture, and a bill passed by one house rnay be amended by the other.. 

SEC. 20. The yeas and nays of the members of either house, on 
any question, shall, at the request of one-sixth of those present, be 
entered on the journal. 

SEC. 21 . Each member of the legislature-shall receive fbr his ser­
vices, two dollars and fifty cents for each- day's attendance during the 
session, and ten cents for every mile he shall travel, in going to and 
returning from the place of the meeting of the Jegialatuse,. on the 
most usual route. 

SEC. 22. The legislature may confer upon the board ef supervi^ 
sors of the several counties of the state, such powers of a Jecalilegis-
Jative and administrative character, as they shall from time Sa-liiipe 
prescribe. 

SEC. 23. The legislature shall establish but one system of tamn 
and county government, which shall be as nearly uniform as practi­
cable. 

SEC. 24. The legislature shall never authorize any lottery or grant 
.divorce. 


