CALI FORNI A CONSTI TUTI ON
ARTI CLE 2 VOTI NG, | N TIATIVE AND REFERENDUM AND RECALL

SECTION 1. All political power is inherent in the people.

Government is instituted for their protection, security, and benefit,
and they have the right to alter or reformit when the public good
may require.
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SEC. 2. A United States citizen 18 years of age and resident in
this State may vote.
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SEC. 2.5. A voter who casts a vote in an election in accordance
with the laws of this State shall have that vote counted.
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SEC. 3. The Legislature shall define residence and provide for
registration and free el ections.
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SEC. 4. The Legislature shall prohibit inproper practices that

af fect elections and shall provide for the disqualification of

el ectors while nentally inconpetent or inprisoned or on parole for
the conviction of a fel ony.
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SEC. 5. (a) The Legislature shall provide for primary elections for
parti san offices, including an open presidential prinmary whereby the
candi dates on the ballot are those found by the Secretary of State
to be recogni zed candi dates throughout the nation or throughout



California for the office of President of the United States, and
t hose whose nanes are placed on the ballot by petition, but excluding
any candi date who has withdrawn by filing an affidavit of
noncandi dacy.

(b) A political party that participated in a prinmary election for
a partisan office has the right to participate in the genera
el ection for that office and shall not be denied the ability to place
on the general election ballot the candi date who received, at the
primary el ection, the highest vote anong that party's candi dates.
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SEC. 6. (a) Al judicial, school, county, and city offices shall be
nonparti san.

(b) No political party or party central conmittee may endorse,
support, or oppose a candidate for nonpartisan office.
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SEC. 7. Voting shall be secret.
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SEC. 8. (a) The initiative is the power of the electors to propose
statutes and anendnents to the Constitution and to adopt or reject
t hem

(b) An initiative neasure nmay be proposed by presenting to the
Secretary of State a petition that sets forth the text of the
proposed statute or anmendrment to the Constitution and is certified to
have been signed by electors equal in nunber to 5 percent in the
case of a statute, and 8 percent in the case of an amendnent to the
Constitution, of the votes for all candidates for Governor at the
| ast gubernatorial election.

(c) The Secretary of State shall then submit the neasure at the
next general election held at |east 131 days after it qualifies or at
any special statewi de election held prior to that general election.
The Governor may call a special statew de election for the neasure.

(d) Aninitiative neasure enbraci ng nore than one subject may not
be submitted to the electors or have any effect.

(e) An initiative neasure may not include or exclude any politica
subdi vision of the State fromthe application or effect of its
provi si ons based upon approval or disapproval of the initiative
neasure, or based upon the casting of a specified percentage of votes
in favor of the measure, by the electors of that politica



subdi vi si on.

(f) Aninitiative neasure nay not contain alternative or
cunmul ative provi sions wherein one or nore of those provisions would
becorme | aw dependi ng upon the casting of a specified percentage of
votes for or against the neasure.
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SEC. 9. (a) The referendumis the power of the electors to approve
or reject statutes or parts of statutes except urgency statutes,
statutes calling elections, and statutes providing for tax |evies or
appropriations for usual current expenses of the State.

(b) A referendum nmeasure may be proposed by presenting to the
Secretary of State, within 90 days after the enactnment date of the
statute, a petition certified to have been signed by el ectors equa
in nunber to 5 percent of the votes for all candidates for Governor
at the last gubernatorial election, asking that the statute or part
of it be submtted to the electors. |In the case of a statute enacted
by a bill passed by the Legislature on or before the date the
Legi sl ature adjourns for a joint recess to reconvene in the second
cal endar year of the bienniumof the legislative session, and in the
possessi on of the Governor after that date, the petition nmay not be
presented on or after January 1 next follow ng the enactnent date
unl ess a copy of the petition is submtted to the Attorney Cenera
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 10 of Article Il before
January 1.

(c) The Secretary of State shall then submit the neasure at the
next general election held at |east 31 days after it qualifies or at
a special statewide election held prior to that general election.
The Governor may call a special statew de election for the neasure.
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SEC. 10. (a) Aninitiative statute or referendum approved by a
majority of votes thereon takes effect the day after the el ection
unl ess the measure provides otherwise. |If a referendumpetition is
filed against a part of a statute the renainder shall not be del ayed
fromgoing into effect.

(b) If provisions of 2 or nore neasures approved at the sane
el ection conflict, those of the measure receiving the highest
affirmative vote shall prevail

(c) The Legislature may anmend or repeal referendumstatutes. It
may anend or repeal an initiative statute by another statute that
beconmes effective only when approved by the el ectors unless the
initiative statute permts anendment or repeal wthout their
approval .

(d) Prior to circulation of an initiative or referendum petition
for signatures, a copy shall be subnitted to the Attorney General who
shal |l prepare a title and summary of the measure as provided by | aw.



(e) The Legislature shall provide the manner in which petitions
shall be circul ated, presented, and certified, and neasures submtted
to the el ectors.

CALI FORNI A CONSTI TUTI ON
ARTI CLE 2 VOTI NG, | N TIATIVE AND REFERENDUM AND RECALL

SEC. 11. (a) Initiative and referendum powers nmay be exercised by
the electors of each city or county under procedures that the
Legi sl ature shall provide. Except as provided in subdivisions (b)
and (c), this section does not affect a city having a charter.

(b) Acity or county initiative neasure nmay not include or exclude
any part of the city or county fromthe application or effect of its
provi si ons based upon approval or disapproval of the initiative
nmeasure, or based upon the casting of a specified percentage of votes
in favor of the measure, by the electors of the city or county or
any part thereof.

(c) Acity or county initiative nmeasure may not contain
alternative or cunul ative provi sions wherein one or nore of those
provi si ons woul d becone | aw dependi ng upon the casting of a specified
percentage of votes for or against the neasure.
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SEC. 12. No anmendment to the Constitution, and no statute proposed
to the electors by the Legislature or by initiative, that names any

i ndividual to hold any office, or nanes or identifies any private
corporation to performany function or to have any power or duty, may
be subnmitted to the electors or have any effect.
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SEC. 13. Recall is the power of the electors to renpbve an el ective
of ficer.
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SEC. 14. (a) Recall of a state officer is initiated by delivering

to the Secretary of State a petition alleging reason for recall
Sufficiency of reason is not reviewable. Proponents have 160 days to
file signed petitions.



(b) A petition to recall a statew de officer must be signed by
el ectors equal in nunber to 12 percent of the last vote for the
office, with signatures fromeach of 5 counties equal in nunber to 1
percent of the last vote for the office in the county. Signatures to
recal |l Senators, nmenbers of the Assenbly, menbers of the Board of
Equal i zation, and judges of courts of appeal and trial courts nust
equal in number 20 percent of the |ast vote for the office.

(c) The Secretary of State shall maintain a continuous count of
the signatures certified to that office.
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SEC. 15. (a) An election to determ ne whether to recall an officer
and, if appropriate, to elect a successor shall be called by the
Governor and held not |ess than 60 days nor nore than 80 days from
the date of certification of sufficient signatures.

(b) Arecall election may be conducted within 180 days fromthe
date of certification of sufficient signatures in order that the
el ection may be consolidated with the next regularly schedul ed
el ection occurring wholly or partially within the same jurisdiction
in which the recall election is held, if the nunber of voters
eligible to vote at that next regularly schedul ed el ecti on equal at
| east 50 percent of all the voters eligible to vote at the recal
el ecti on.

(c) If the mpjority vote on the question is to recall, the officer
is removed and, if there is a candidate, the candi date who receives
a plurality is the successor. The officer may not be a candi date,
nor shall there be any candi dacy for an office filled pursuant to
subdi vision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI.
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SEC. 16. The Legislature shall provide for circulation, filing, and
certification of petitions, nom nation of candidates, and the recal
el ection.
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SEC. 17. If recall of the Governor or Secretary of State is
initiated, the recall duties of that office shall be performed by the
Li eut enant Governor or Controller, respectively.
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SEC. 18. A state officer who is not recalled shall be reinmbursed by
the State for the officer's recall election expenses |egally and
personal ly incurred. Another recall may not be initiated agai nst the
officer until six nmonths after the el ection

CALI FORNI A CONSTI TUTI ON
ARTI CLE 2 VOTI NG, | N TIATIVE AND REFERENDUM AND RECALL

SEC. 19. The Legislature shall provide for recall of loca
of ficers. This section does not affect counties and cities whose
charters provide for recall
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SEC. 20. Terns of elective offices provided for by this
Constitution, other than Menbers of the Legislature, commence on the
Monday after January 1 followi ng election. The election shall be
held in the | ast even-nunbered year before the term expires.



