Search Results - THOMAS (Library of Congress) 10f 182

The Library of Congress = THOMAS Home = Bills, Resolutions > Search Results

THIS SEARCH THIS DOCUMENT GO TO

Next Hit Forward New Bills Search
Prev Hit Back HomePage

Hit List Best Sections Help

Contents Display

H.R.3734

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (Enrolled as
Agreed to or Passed by Both House and Senate)

SEC. 115. DENIAL OF ASSISTANCE AND BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN
DRUG-RELATED CONVICTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL- An individual convicted (under Federal or State law) of any offense which
is classified as a felony by the law of the jurisdiction involved and which has as an element
the possession, use, or distribution of a controlled substance (as defined in section 102(6)
of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802(6))) shall not be eligible for--

(1) assistance under any State program funded under part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act, or

(2) benefits under the food stamp program (as defined in section 3(h) of the Food
Stamp Act of 1977) or any State program carried out under the Food Stamp Act of
1977.

(b) EFFECTS ON ASSISTANCE AND BENEFITS FOR OTHERS-

(1) PROGRAM OF TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES- The amount of
assistance otherwise required to be provided under a State program funded under
part A of title IV of the Social Security Act to the family members of an individual to
whom subsection (a) applies shall be reduced by the amount which would have
otherwise been made available to the individual under such part.

(2) BENEFITS UNDER THE FOOD STAMP ACT OF 1977- The amount of benefits
otherwise required to be provided to a household under the food stamp program (as
defined in section 3(h) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977), or any State program carried
out under the Food Stamp Act of 1977, shall be determined by considering the
individual to whom subsection (a) applies not to be a member of such household,
except that the income and resources of the individual shall be considered to be
income and resources of the household.

(c) ENFORCEMENT- A State that has not exercised its authority under subsection (d)(1)(A)
shall require each individual applying for assistance or benefits referred to in subsection
(a), during the application process, to state, in writing, whether the individual, or any
member of the household of the individual, has been convicted of a crime described in
subsection (a).

(d) LIMITATIONS-

(1) STATE ELECTIONS-

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c104:1:./temp/~c104cx14HC:e24... 8/9/2006 10:33 AM



Search Results - THOMAS (Library of Congress) 2 of 182

(A) OPT OUT- A State may, by specific reference in a law enacted after the date
of the enactment of this Act, exempt any or all individuals domiciled in the
State from the application of subsection (a).

(B) LIMIT PERIOD OF PROHIBITION- A State may, by law enacted after the
date of the enactment of this Act, limit the period for which subsection (a) shall
apply to any or all individuals domiciled in the State.

(2) INAPPLICABILITY TO CONVICTIONS OCCURRING ON OR BEFORE ENACTMENT-
Subsection (a) shall not apply to convictions occurring on or before the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(e) DEFINITIONS OF STATE- For purposes of this section, the term ~State' has the
meaning given it--

(1) in section 419(5) of the Social Security Act, when referring to assistance
provided under a State program funded under part A of title IV of the Social Security
Act, and

(2) in section 3(m) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, when referring to the food stamp
program (as defined in section 3(h) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977) or any State
program carried out under the Food Stamp Act of 1977.

(f) RULE OF INTERPRETATION- Nothing in this section shall be construed to deny the
following Federal benefits:

(1) Emergency medical services under title XIX of the Social Security Act.
(2) Short-term, noncash, in-kind emergency disaster relief.
(3)(A) Public health assistance for immunizations.

(B) Public health assistance for testing and treatment of communicable diseases if
the Secretary of Health and Human Services determines that it is necessary to
prevent the spread of such disease.

(4) Prenatal care.
(5) Job training programs.

(6) Drug treatment programs.

SEC. 116. EFFECTIVE DATE; TRANSITION RULE.

(a) EFFECTIVE DATES-

(1) IN GENERAL- Except as otherwise provided in this title, this title and the
amendments made by this title shall take effect on July 1, 1997.

(2) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS- Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, paragraphs (2), (3), (4), (5), (8), and (10) of section
409(a) and section 411(a) of the Social Security Act (as added by the amendments
made by section 103(a) of this Act) shall not take effect with respect to a State until,
and shall apply only with respect to conduct that occurs on or after, the later of--

(A) July 1, 1997; or

(B) the date that is 6 months after the date the Secretary of Health and Human
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